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Biographies Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation

Emanuel Hoffmann (1896–1932) studied law at the Universities of Basel and Bern and, after gaining his doctorate, entered the chemical-pharmaceutical firm founded by his father, Fritz Hoffmann-La Roche. In 1921 he married Maja Stehlin. Together with their three children, Andreas (1922–1933), Lukas (*1923) and Vera (1924–2003), the young couple initially lived in Paris, later moving to Brussels where Emanuel Hoffmann headed the Belgian branch of the family’s company from 1925 to 1930. In 1930 the family returned to Basel where Emanuel Hoffmann became vice-director of F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG. Both in Brussels and in Basel the couple were keen art patrons, acquiring their first works from artist friends. Emanuel
Hoffmann was elected to the board of the Basel Kunstverein in 1930, becoming its president one year later. In this role he strongly advocated the appreciation and promotion of contemporary and emerging art. Emanuel Hoffmann died at the age of only thirty-six following a car accident in 1932. In his memory, and with the aim of upholding Emanuel Hoffmann’s engagement for contemporary art, Maja Hoffmann-Stehlin founded the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation in 1933.

Maja Hoffmann-Stehlin (later Sacher-Stehlin) (1896–1989). Maja (Marie-Anne) Stehlin, the daughter of a Basel family of architects, studied sculpture in Munich and subsequently became an apprentice to Antoine Bourdelle in Paris. She married Emanuel Hoffmann in 1921. In Paris and Brussels, where Maja and Emanuel Hoffmann lived with their three children, she became acquainted with members of the avantgarde of the day, making friends with artists working in the Classical Modernist and Flemish Expressionist styles. On their return to Basel in 1930, the couple continued to engage with contemporary art. In 1933, following the tragic death of Emanuel Hoffmann in an accident, Maja Hoffmann-Stehlin
inaugurated the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation. Her second husband, whom she married in 1934, was the conductor Paul Sacher. Their new home on the Schönenberg estate near Basel was designed by Maja Sacher-Stehlin herself. She also supervised the construction and undertook the interior design. At Schönenberg, she had her own studio where she worked on her sculptures. From 1940 to 1964 she was the first woman to become a member of the board of the Öffentliche Kunstsammlung Basel (Basel Public Art Collection). In 1941 she transferred the collection of the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation on permanent loan to the Öffentliche Kunstsammlung Basel in order to make it accessible to a wider audience. She remained president of the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation until 1979. Her last major project was the creation of the Museum für Gegenwartskunst in Basel which, thanks to her commitment and vision, was the first museum in Europe to be dedicated explicitly to contemporary art. In recognition of her merits, the City of Basel honoured Maja Sacher-Stehlin Posthumously by naming the square outside the Museum für Gegenwartskunst Maja Sacher-Platz.













Vera Oeri (1924–2003), the daughter of Emanuel and Maja Hoffmann, grew up in
Brussels and Basel. In 1949 she married the physician Jakob Oeri. She devoted
herself to bringing up her family of five children but still found time for her lifelong
patronage of the arts and culture in Basel, often anonymously. From 1959 onwards Vera Oeri was a member of the board of the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation, of which her brother Lukas Hoffmann was vice-president. In 1979 her mother appointed her president of the Foundation. She played a pivotal role in the creation of the Museum für Gegenwartskunst and, in 1992, initiated and facilitated the establishment of the ‘Fonds für künstlerische Aktivitäten im Museum für Gegenwartskunst der Emanuel Hoffmann-Stiftung und der Christoph Merian Stiftung’. From 1969 to 2003, she took an active role in the Maja Sacher
Foundation and, from 1996 to 2003, in the Jubilee Foundation of F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG which initiated and funded the building of the Museum Tinguely in Basel. In addition to the visual arts Vera Oeri took a keen interest in music and the theatre. From 1974 to 1994 she was on the board of the Basel Music Academy and, from 1986 to 2003, the board of the Paul Sacher Foundation. She was both a member of the Basel Chamber Choir and an executive member of the board of the Basel Chamber Orchestra. The Vera Oeri Foundation, created after her death, is dedicated to the promotion and support of the Music Academy Basel. Funds from this foundation enabled the establishment of the Vera Oeri Library at the Music Academy in 2009.

Maja Oeri, daughter of Vera and Jakob Oeri, was born in Basel in 1955. In 1978
Maja Sacher-Stehlin appointed her and her cousin Maja Hoffmann to the board of the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation. Maja Oeri’s continued engagement in the arts after this time was shaped by her involvement in exhibition projects such as ‘Paris-Berlin’ (Paris 1978), ‘Westkunst’ (Cologne 1981), ‘von hier aus’ (Düsseldorf 1984) and documenta 7 (Kassel 1982). From 1983 to 1992 she was a member of the council of the Kunstverein Basel and, from 1988, a member of the board of the Öffentliche Kunstsammlung Basel. In 1995 Maja Oeri became president of the Emanuel Hoffmann Foundation. From 1999 to 2004 she was the first
non-British member of the Council of Tate Modern, London, and since 2004 has been a trustee on the board of the Museum of Modern Art, New York. She also works in numerous other international bodies. She has lived with her partner, the former businessman and art collector Hans U. Bodenmann, since 1989. They have three sons. The early death of her oldest son Laurenz (1990– 1991) prompted Maja Oeri to create the Laurenz-Haus Foundation in 1996. In 1999 she established the Laurenz Foundation which built and funds Schaulager,
opened in 2003. The Foundation also funds two professorships in the Department of Art History at the University of Basel. Her gifts of the Laurenz Building and the former Burghof Building as well as the Laurenz Foundation’s donation to the costs of the Kunstmuseum Basel extension have made an important contribution towards shaping the future of the Öffentliche Kunstsammlung Basel. In 2003 in recognition of her services to the cultural life of the city, the University of Basel conferred an honorary doctorate on Maja Oeri.
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